
 
Whitsers Pre-school Playgroup 

Prospectus 
Whittlesford Pre-School Playgroup Whittlesford 
Memorial Hall, Mill Lane, Whittlesford CB22 4NE  

Telephone number: (01223) 839395  
                               07799092056 

info@whitsers.org.uk 
www.whitsers.org.uk  

A pre-school playgroup enabling children to have fun with friends and 
learn through play. 



Value Statement   
At Whitsers we aim to 
provide a setting in 
which children have fun 
while being happy and 
secure, and in which 
there is an atmosphere 
of mutual trust; where 
children know that they are valued and respected and that 
learning is exciting and an intrinsic part of their play and of all 
that they enjoy. Through play, it is our intention to instil a 
lifelong love of learning and to foster in each child the vital 
social skills needed to contribute to the wider community.   

Our Philosophy   
We believe:   
• Early childhood is the foundation on which children build 

the rest of their lives: it is not just a preparation for the 
next stage — it is vitally important in itself;  

• All children should be respected and valued, so that they 
will value themselves and know how to respect and value 
others;   

• Young children learn most effectively through play and 
that they need opportunities to explore both the indoor 
and the outdoor environment at Whitsers;  

• A child should be viewed as part of a family and within the 
context of the wider community. Therefore, we encourage 



parents and friends from the locality to become actively 
involved in the life of the playgroup;   

• Our curriculum should be appropriate for all children;   
• Children should become independent learners, confident 

problem solvers and develop a lasting love of learning;   
• Providing the highest quality learning experiences possible 

within a safe, secure and stimulating environment.   

Who is who at Whitsers  
We are proud of the high ratio of adults to children in 
our group. This ensures individual attention to the needs 
and development of each child. Each session is run by a 
Play-leader with at least two Early year practitioners 
and parent helpers. Our staff are qualified or 
experienced in Early years, or are working towards a 
suitable qualification. More details of the qualifications 
and experience of members of staff are available for 
parents to see, should they wish, in the file kept at 
playgroup or on our website. The regular staff at 
Whitsers are:   

Kate Thorburn  
PLAY-LEADER  
Level 3 childcare  
Paediatric first aid  
Designated child protection practitioner  
Early language lead practitioner (ELLP)  
Domestic violence and Domestic 
abuse lead 
Understanding Children’s behaviour lead 



Jenny Bangham 
DEPUTY PLAYLEADER 
Level 3 childcare 
Paediatric first aid 
Basic child protection  
Special educational needs practitioner 
(SENCO)

Grace Arnold  
EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONER  
Level 3 childcare   
Basic child protection   
Equalities champion (ENCO)  

Sara Hayes  
STAFF CONTINGENCY   
Level 3 childcare  
Paediatric first aid  
Ex designated child protection 
practitioner  

Bev Arnold  
DEPUTY PLAY-LEADER  
Level 3 childcare  
Paediatric first aid  
Basic child protection   
Special educational needs practitioner 

Donna Lilley  
EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONER  
Level 3 childcare  
Paediatric first aid  
Designated child protection officer  



Children’s development   
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the 
support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children 
develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences 
between birth and age five have a major impact on their future 
life chances.   
Our keyworker system gives each member of staff particular 
responsibility for just a few children. Each child has one/two 
special adults to relate to, their keyworker. They maintain links 
with the child's family and works with parents through shared 
record-keeping to ensure that all children are supported in 
reaching their full potential. Observations of the children in 
Whitsers are used as a basis for drawing up a curriculum 
specific to each child. We use tapestry as an online journal to 
help record all the learning and fun the children have whilst at 
Whitsers. Parents have access to the online journal and can also 
contribute their own observations.  
 
Settling new children in 
Each child has one or two key workers, who 
will get to know them well at pre-school. The 
key worker will ensure that your child is 
settling-in well and making lots of friends. 
We work closely with parents to find out 
about their child and respond to their likes 
and dislikes. Parents are always welcome and 
actively encouraged to sign up to the parent 
rota. Just speak to a member of staff. We 
also welcome parents who have an interesting vocation or hobby, 



such as playing an instrument, doctor, nurse, pilot to attend a 
session and give a short talk or demonstration to the children.   

The playgroup day and activities  
When children first arrive at Whitsers they will be greeted by 
a member of staff. If your child is unsettled, we will try to 
ensure that your child’s key worker is available on the days your 
child attends. The children are registered and asked to find 
their name card. Adult led, structured activities, as well as free 
flow play take place during the day, using the inside and outside 
areas.  The Children have a wide variety of activities including; 
craft, painting, drawing, imaginative play, dressing-up, sensory 
area, building, sand/water, small 
world, role play area puzzles and 
games or looking at books. We 
sing, play instruments, tell 
stories, learn rhymes and do 
shows. We try and use the 
outside area in all weathers as 
outside play is an important part 
of each session. We have a range of bikes and trikes, an outdoor 
mud kitchen, a den, a climbing 
frame, a slide, a sandpit and 
water play. We have a stock of 
wellingtons and all in one rain 
suits.  Whitsers also has 
equipment suitable for physical 
activities indoors.  

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03RI4iVRXqYk8CPUn3TLRCD4x1t1w:1607114115949&q=activities&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiWhfrPlrXtAhVLe8AKHSdNDL0QBSgAegQIBxAw


The children are provided with a rolling snack between 10am and 
11am - children are encouraged to come to the snack bar and 
help themselves to a drink of milk or water and a wide variety 
of tasty snacks. This may comprise of fruit, toast, breadsticks, 
cereal, crumpets, peppers, cucumber amongst many others. We 
encourage families from different cultures to bring in what 
they like to eat for snacks. The children are also encouraged to 
help prepare snack, for example spreading butter or jam on 
toast, cutting mushrooms for stir fry. Picking tomatoes or peas, 
dig and wash potatoes they've grown which are then cooked and 
prepared for snack.  

During the day, the children will all get together for group 
circle time, where children can listen to a story and sing all 
together and share their news. 
Activities are planned carefully and each half term has a theme. 
These activities are explained in a newsletter which appears 
regularly during term-time, enabling parents to talk with their 
child about what is going on at playgroup and to allow children to 
bring from home relevant items of interest. Details are also 
posted weekly on the parent’s noticeboard in the lobby area of 
the Memorial Hall.   

Uniform 
We have a non-compulsory uniform of red T-
shirts (£5) and sweatshirts (£10) with the 
pre-school’s logo, which encourages children 
to feel part of the Whitsers Pre-school 
family and helps prepare them for wearing a 



full uniform when they move on to school. Please ask a member 
of staff if you would like to buy anything. There are samples 

available and we would recommend trying the 
uniform on for size, before placing an order.   
It is important that your children wear 
comfortable and non-restrictive clothing 
whilst at Whitsers. Whilst we do provide 
protective clothing and aprons for messy 

activities, we do ask that children do not come to pre-school 
wearing their best clothes, as some days can get very messy! 
We like to encourage children to develop skills that will help 
them look after themselves and this includes taking off and 
putting on outdoor clothes and learning to get dressed. Clothing 
that  
is easy for them to manage will enable the children to become 
more independent.  
Children are also expected to bring a full change of named 
clothing with them every day, together with waterproof 
clothing and wellington boots.   

Fees & funding  
The Early Years Funding (EYF) Scheme currently offers up to 
15 hours of free education every week, for 38 weeks a year, to 
all three and four year olds, from the term after which they 
become 3 years old. If your child is eligible for extended hours 
then you can claim the additional 15 hours at Whitsers (30 
hours in total).  



Some two year old children are also eligible for funding, called 
'Two Year Old Funding' or 'Funded twos' which we also accept 
at Whitsers.  
   
Fees for children up to and including the term in which they 
turn 3 years old, are £5 per hour (£15.00 per morning or 
afternoon session).  
Fees for older children (from the term after they turn 3), for 
any hours in addition to those claimed under the government 
Early Years Funding scheme, are also £5.00 per hour (£15.00 
per session).  
Ad hoc sessions are £16.50 per session (£5.50 per hour).  
Lunch club for pre-school children is £5.  
We do ask all parents to contribute a small, but optional, snack 
donation of £2.50 per child per half term. This is to help us 
cover the cost of providing a healthy and varied snack at each 
session.  
We charge a £30 admin fee when joining Whitsers, which may 
be waived for those only using funded hours.  
We accept childcare vouchers and Tax Free Childcare Payments.  

Mondays: 9am - 1pm   
Tuesday: 9am - 3pm  
Wednesday: 9am - 3pm  
Thursday: 9am - 3pm  
Friday: 9am - 1pm   
Wednesday morning session is for pre-school age only.  
Afternoon hours are subject to change as they are dependant on demand  
   



Admissions & how to apply 
Please download the playgroup booking form (PDF) from 
Whitsers.org.uk, fill in your child's details and return the 
completed form to admissions@whitsers.org.uk. If you would 
like more information, to receive a hard-copy application pack or 
to arrange a visit, please contact the Admissions Secretary via 
email at:  
admissions@whitsers.org.uk. 


